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Darkness and Light: Iran and Karl Marx. 
 
As continuation of last week on the 2020 phenomenon of the Church as bright light in 
the midst of spreading darkness I want to report on good news from Iran and another 
look at Karl Marx and the coming Kingdom Economy. 
 
For awhile there this past week it looked like the long expected war of America 
against Iran was about to start.  By the way I still believe it is probable as it has been 
long in the planning by America's "deep state" along with the support of America's 
evangelicals who believe it is necessary to destroy all of Israel's enemies (Libya, 
Syria, Iraq, Iran, Russia, China) standing in the way of a "Greater Israel" Promised 
Land that stretches from the Nile to the Euphrates as supposedly God's promise to 
Abraham and his seed.  I predict however that this will inevitably lead to a coming 
mega- disaster...but that is a topic for another time. 
 
However in the meantime I found some wonderful news on the web a few days ago of 
a remarkable move of God taking place in Iran....the Mosques are empty but there is a 
dynamically growing house church movement.  Here is my prediction for the decade 
of the 2020's : All across the Muslim world ordinary people are getting tired and fed 
up with Sharia and Islamic fundamentalism....and they will be turning to the gospel of 
Jesus Christ as the bright light leading them out of the darkness.  I have copied it out 
for you to read. 
 
And then after this article I want to share some thoughts with you on Karl Marx and 
the Kingdom economy. 
 
From Lee Grady at Charisma.... 

The world watched on Monday as Iranians shouted "Death to America!" in the streets 
of Tehran. A crowd of at least 1 million people gathered for the funeral of 
Revolutionary Guard Gen. Qassem Suleimani, who was killed on Jan. 3 by American 
forces. The angry protesters burned American flags and called for the assassination 
of President Trump while Suleimani's daughter, Zeinab, called for revenge. 

"The families of the American soldiers ... will spend their days waiting for the death of 
their children," she vowed at the funeral. 

Here at home, Americans are divided on the killing of the Iranian general. Democrats 
have criticized Trump's decision to target Suleimani, denouncing the military action 
as reckless. Republicans say Suleimani was a vicious war criminal who engineered 
the killings of thousands since he began his career in 1997 as a terrorist mastermind. 
Pentagon leaders say Suleimani was plotting imminent attacks before he was killed 
last week in a U.S. airstrike on Baghdad. 



So whom do we believe? I turned to Masih Alinejad, an Iranian journalist and 
women's rights advocate, who offered a levelheaded opinion in her article in the 
Washington Post on Jan. 6. "I have one piece of advice," Alinejad wrote. "Don't take 
what you're seeing at face value." 

The truth is that we aren't getting the whole picture from the mainstream media. Here 
are five things you need to know about the Iranian situation: 

1. There is massive disapproval of the Muslim leadership inside Iran. We all 
saw the crowds at Monday's funeral in Tehran. But Iran doesn't want you to 
know that a huge protest movement has been rocking the country for years. 
Last November thousands marched in the streets to demand the removal of 
Iran's clerical rule. Reuters said Iranian security forces killed more than 
1,500 people during that incident. 

The regime of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, works hard to keep 
people from thinking for themselves. After last November's protests, the government 
shut down the internet for five days. Many journalists and bloggers have been jailed 
or killed for the crime of "insulting" Khamenei. Yet in spite of threats, brave Iranians 
still take to the streets to call for an end to tyranny. 

2. Iranians living in America are celebrating the demise of Gen. Suleimani. 
Los Angeles is home to 300,000 Iranian-Americans—many of whom came to 
this country when the Shah of Iran was deposed in 1979. But you will not hear 
many of these new Americans defending Gen. Suleimani. Many of them 
rejoiced at the news of his death because they were familiar with his bloody 
record. 

Nasser Sharif, president of the California Society for Democracy in Iran, calls 
Suleimani a "murderer of Iranians, Syrians and American soldiers in Iraq." He also 
told The Los Angeles Times this week that his contacts in Iran are thrilled that 
Suleimani was killed. "The Iranian regime is very weak and vulnerable and 
desperate," he said. "The regime is very unpopular among the public and the young 
generation." 

3. Mosques are empty all across Iran. For several years journalists have been 
reporting that mosque attendance in Iran has dwindled. This is because the 
typical Iranian has rejected the tyranny of the ayotollahs. Young people are 
sick of the harsh state control, the public floggings for criminals and the strict 
dress requirements. Even as far back as 2015, a reporter from The Telegraph 
said hardly anyone attended Friday prayers at the largest mosque near the 
University of Tehran. 

Inflation is high and jobs are scarce in Iran. Younger Iranians see the government as 
the problem. Mania Filum, who is 27, said educated Iranians are seeking 
opportunities to leave the country. "Everybody plans to win funds for PhDs and leave 
Iran," she said. Farshid Andikjou, a 27-year-old former engineer, told The Los 
Angeles Times that he is studying English so he can get a job overseas. "Give me a 
good reason to stay in my country," he added. 



4. There is a vast spiritual awakening taking place in Iran today. Christians 
inside Iran say there is an unprecedented level of interest in the gospel. People 
are listening to Christian broadcasting and discreetly asking for prayer 
through secure apps. Mission groups working with Iranian churches say they 
often can't provide enough Bibles or resources for new believers, because the 
number is growing. 

Operation World continues to list Iran as having the fastest-growing evangelical 
church in the world. Underground churches are flourishing, even though the 
government arrests pastors and harasses believers. And in a new documentary about 
the Iranian church, Sheep Among Wolves II, an unidentified Iranian pastor says: 
"What if I told you no one follows Islam inside of Iran? Would you believe me? This is 
exactly what is happening inside of Iran. God is moving powerfully inside of Iran." 

5. Iran plays a huge prophetic role in the Bible. It would be tragic if we looked 
at Iran simply as an enemy nation—especially when considering the role it has 
played in the history of our faith. It is the land where Daniel lived and 
prophesied. It is the place where Esther and Mordecai worked and prayed to 
save the Jews from genocide. It is where God's people were preserved during 
70 years of judgment—and where King Cyrus decreed that they could go back 
to their homeland. In fact, Cyrus' tomb is in the Iranian city of Pasargadae. 

All these facts should be considered as we pray for Iran in this tense moment. First 
Timothy 2:2 calls us to pray "for kings and for all who are in authority, that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceful life in all godliness and honesty." Pray for the uprooting of 
terrorism. Pray for protection for Iran's persecuted church. Pray that spiritual revival 
will spread. Pray for peace and freedom in this ancient land.  

Karl Marx and the Kingdom Economy 

As you know from my writings I don't believe in any of this "the Promised Land of 
the Church is heaven and God is anxious to get us out of here before disaster hits the 
world."  In fact as far as I can see from many scriptures we are here to stay and 
provide a light to the world out of the spreading darkness.  More pertinently Paul 
writes in Romans 4:13 that the promised land promised to Abraham and his seed is 
that they would inherit the whole world   ....look it up, read it and be amazed!  So 
there goes that whole theory of Greater Israel between the Nile and the Euphrates. 

However lets be honest...we are inheriting a mess!  On top of this mess is the 
economic disaster the world is facing.  If we are serious about scriptures like Isaiah 60 
or Micah 4 and many others that the world finally comes around to the church after 
running out of solutions and says "teach us your ways"...then we need to have 
answers to problems.  And answers to problems means that we have analyzed those 
problems in the light of God's Word to come up with God's solutions. 

I propose to you that apart from the problem of sin and a lost world for which we have 
both the analysis and the solution right....high on the list of problems that need 
answers is the world economy.  By that I mean the issues of wealth and poverty.  And 
I am not out of bounds here....what do you think has been the most dominant theme of 
preaching these last 40 years since about the 1980's prosperity preaching movement? 



Which brings me to Karl Marx.  I have nothing against prosperity preaching if it is 
biblically based.  My problem is that the whole of 40 years of prosperity preaching 
has been wrong coming from wrong economic analysis and wrong scriptural 
remedies.  You know what I am referring to here....tithing, seed faith etc and watch 
the economic miracle of a hundred fold return.  The result after 40 years?  Like the 
Israelites in the wilderness, lots of testimonies of miracle provision, healings, angels, 
divine guidance, power....but still no promised land of enduring generational 
prosperity.  In fact all the stats of the last 40 years show one trend line...the 1% at the 
top are reaping all the gains of increasing productivity....but the middle class and the 
working class, stagnating wages for the last 40 years and a decimated declining 
middle class...of which the largest portion in America are evangelicals. 

Which brings me to Karl Marx.  In the world system you have loads of analysts who 
are trained and paid to diagnose problems....psychologists, doctors, economists, 
sociologists, politicians, business analysts etc. people are good at describing 
problems....but poor at coming up with workable solutions. 

Karl Marx is avoided by Christians.  And as Sartre once observed, students are only 
taught enough about Marxism in order to refute it.  However his analysis about the 
problems of capitalism are as useful today as it was in the 19th century....but his 
solutions as with all analysts...are to be avoided as we learned in the 20th century. 

But what he predicted for the long run if capitalism is left to itself unchecked....this is 
now evident.  Except the world has no solution. Central to Marx's analysis is that 
capitalism will destroy itself over time  due to its internal contradictions. Some of 
these contradictions: 

- The inevitability of overcapacity and overproduction as capital seeks dominant 
market share but this results in profits plunging and capital turns to more speculative 
gambles that eventually blow up. 

- Capital gains but labour loses ground...to automation, mechanization and over 
supply of labour.  Thomas Piketty the French economist in his book "Capital" that 
rocked the world two years ago described this process succinctly...the growth rate of 
capital far exceeds the real growth rate of the economy and labour's share of the 
economy. 

- The lack of purchasing power of labour creates the financialization of the economy 
where debt is created as a claim of future wages for present consumption.  Eventually 
the debt mountain becomes unpayable from earnings and the whole economic bubble 
pops.  Presently Central Banks are trying to forestall this collapse by buying up the 
non-performing debt from the banks but these enormous liquidity injections will 
eventually result in rampant hyper inflation and the destruction of the currency. 

-  This economic disaster causes the unholy alliance between the State and Capital to 
protect their power base.  The state legalizes the looting of the masses by Capital 
(creating fiat credit) and Capital finances the debts of the state. 

When Marx was doing his economic analysis the dominant economics was that 
promulgated by Adam Smith in 'The Wealth of Nations" and others like Ricardo.  



They concentrated on the economic prosperity that comes from the individual 
entrepreneur who through working to better his life, betters the lives of his neighbours 
through productive work.  Nothing wrong with that.  But Marx was looking at deeper 
problems, structural problems.  That of the relationship between capital and labour. 

His analysis was this:  yes it is good for people to be gainfully employed and 
productive.  However the real quantum of national wealth was not produced by 
human labour, but by capital in the form of equipment and tools of production 
powered by energy. Those capital assets of factories and machinery were being 
acquired by financial capital.  Whoever controlled financial capital owned the means 
of production and therefore the bulk of a nation's wealth. And the long term trend is 
for that financial wealth to be concentrated in fewer hands with greater political 
power and diminishing returns for working families. 

Here is our problem we face as a church.  Our teachings on prosperity have been 
concentrated on the Adam Smith model of the industrious entrepreneur who starts a 
business or a worker getting promoted and higher wages.  But our families and our 
people are getting poorer year after year. We are not addressing the bigger structural 
issues of the economy. 

Marx was right in his analysis of the problem...but his solutions never worked.  The 
Marxist solution was all capital and the means of production must be centralized into 
the hands of the government on behalf of the people. Government will then allocate 
where capital is to be deployed for the benefit of the people. That was the communists 
solution. 

The socialist solution of national socialism of Hitler and his economic policy is that 
being carried out by many nations today....the marriage of big business corporations 
and the state.  Together they will allocate capital and hold the nations capital.  They 
will allow markets in a limited sense for small enterprise.  But in the end this is a dual 
agreement whereby the profits are to be privatized by the corporate sector and the 
losses socialized to be paid for by the people. 

All of these economic models have failed and are failing. In the midst of the coming 
economic crash the Church of Jesus Christ must rediscover the revolutionary 
economic system that God introduced through Moses 3,500 years ago as a blessing 
for all mankind.....The Jubilee Economy: 

- All productive assets of the nation to be accumulated over a period of 49 years 
through economic redemption into the hands of all the families of Israel so that they 
can have income from capital as well as labour. 

- No king and expensive government bureaucracy. Private property, sound money, no 
inflation, debt limitation, proper judicial system and the rule of law. That is what we 
call a Republic form of government with free enterprise and capital accumulation by 
families for family growth and family prosperity. 

Lots more in the future to say here but the point is this...it is time for the Church to 
take prosperity serious and come up with Biblical solutions to the structural problems 
of our economies as a light to the nations when the economic darkness comes!  


